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PRESS RELEASE - FOR RELEASE AFTER JANUARY 27, 2012
On January 27, 2012, United Way of Seneca County with its many partners in the Seneca County Partners for Children, Youth and Families collaboration (SCPFCYF) unveiled a new web-based Community Profile designed and produced by the Center for Governmental Research.  This effort is a collaboration of planners and organizers from Seneca County and Cayuga County pulled together by both United Way of Seneca County and United Way of Cayuga County.  
As stated on the website (www.cayugasenecaprofile.org), “Community indicators tell the story of our area, helping us to clearly see our strengths and challenges. The 70 indicators on this site each track a critical aspect of our community's health and place us in a context by providing comparative information from other communities. Each measure includes a description of the indicator, a brief analysis of trends, charts displaying trends over time, and tables providing data for our counties and others in our region, plus comparisons to the state and nation. For this project, four comparison counties are included in each indicator: Onondaga, Ontario, Oswego and Wayne.”
Partners’ Co-Chair Peg Birmingham affirms, “From this foundation of objective analysis of a common set of data, we can work together to make our communities even better.  The most current data we had was from our 2007 Community Profile which used 2000 Census data for most of the indicators.  This is up to date data, easy to use and access.”
Each year SCPFCYF holds an Annual Meeting to review the accomplishments and challenges of the previous year along with the Community Profile to determine the focus of efforts for the coming year.  After the roll out at this year’s meeting, Action Teams will meet to work on the areas of concern.
In 1997, the United Way of Seneca County convened 125 community leaders, legislators, agency directors, school districts, human and social service providers, parents, law enforcement, and faith partners.  The mission:  to establish a shared vision and coordinate community efforts around positive youth development. Since that time, the resulting Partners for Children, Youth and Families collaboration has supported positive youth development, serving an active role in the development, implementation and evaluation of the former Mobile Youth Program (1997-2000), the former Advantage after-school program (2000-2009), 21 C Community Learning Center programs (2005-2009), youth leadership activities, Seneca County Housing Coalition, Early Literacy Coalition, and Substance Abuse Coalition.  

Over the years, they have garnered $350K in direct collaborative funding and leveraged $8.5M for after school programs, mass transportation, shared trainings, surveys, community assessments, positive youth development and effective practices. Collaborating has become institutionalized.  
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